
 
To commemorate  the  10th anniversary  of  the  inscr ipt ion of  the  Tomioka Si lk  Mi l l  and 
Related Si tes  on the  World  Heri tage List ,  as  wel l  as  the  30th anniversary  of  the  adopt ion 
of  the  Nara  Document  on Authent ic i ty,  the  fo l lowing internat ional  symposium was  held  in  
Gunma Prefecture ,  Japan.   
[ Th e me ]    The Further  Evolut ion of  Authent ic i ty  through the  Lens  of  Heri tage Eco-

systems:  Heri tage,  Communit ies ,  and Susta inable  Development 
[ Da t e ]    January  10‒11,  2025 
[ Ve nue ]    Gunma Ongaku Center  (Takasaki  City,  Gunma Prefecture)  
[ Or g a n i z e r s ]   Gunma Prefecture  and i ts  partner  organizat ions ,  ICOMOS Japan,   
[ Su p p o r t e r s ]   ICOMOS Internat ional ,  DOCOMOMO Internat ional ,  DOCOMOMO Japan,  

TICCIH 
[ Fund i ng  Su ppo r t ]   Agency for  Cultura l  Affa i rs ,  Japan  
 

The “Gunma  De c l a r a t i o n  o n  t he  He r i t a ge  Ec o s y s t e m” ,  the  outcome document  
adopted at  this  symposium,  i s  presented below.   
 



 

1 

Gunma Declaration on Heritage Ecosystems 

 

The  in te rna t iona l  sympos ium,  “Further  Evo lu t ion  o f  Au then t ic i ty  t hrough the  

Lens  o f  Her i tage  Ecosys tems:  Her i tage ,  Communi t ies ,  and  Sus ta inab le  

Deve lopment ,”  was he ld  a t  the  Gunma Music  Cente r  in  Takasak i  C i ty,  Gunma 

Prefec tu re ,  Japan,  on  10–11  January  2025 .  I t  was  hos ted  by  Gunma Prefec tu re ,  

in  co l labora t ion  wi th  i t s  par tner  o rgan iza t ions  and  ICOMOS Japan ,  w i th  

generous  suppor t  f rom the  Agency  fo r  Cul tu ra l  Affa i r s ,  Government  o f  Japan .  

The  sympos ium marked the  10 th  ann iversa ry o f  the  inscr ip t ion  o f  the  Tomioka  

S i lk  Mi l l  and  Re la ted  S i tes  on the  Wor ld Her i tage  L is t .  The even t  b rought  

toge ther  about  80  her i tage  exper ts  f rom 19  o r  more  count r ies ,  inc lud ing  Japan ,  

as  wel l  as  members  o f  the  pub l ic  f rom Gunma and  o ther  par t s  o f  Japan ,  to  d iscuss  

the  cha l lenges  and  oppor tun i t ies  in  her i tage  conserva t ion ,  us ing  th is  s i te  as  a  

case  s tudy.  

The  sympos ium a lso ce lebra ted the  30 th  ann iversa ry o f  the  Nara  Document  

on  Authen t ic i ty,  which  was  adopted  in  1994  in  Japan .  Ref lec t ing  on  the  pas t  

th ree  decades  o f  ideas  about  her i tage  au then t ic i ty  and  the i r  app l ica t ions ,  

pa r t ic ipan ts  shared  the i r  exper iences  and  lea rned  f rom one  ano ther.  

 

I.  Context 

As a  loca l  con tex t ,  the  need  fo r  th is  sympos ium ar i ses  f rom the  c i rcumstances  

o f  the  Tomioka  S i lk  Mi l l  and Re la ted S i t es  which  se rved  as  a  cen te r  o f 

technolog ica l  innova t ion  tha t  t ransformed  s i lk  f i la tu re  techn iques  by  in tegra t ing  

French technology,  bu i ld ing  on  Japan’s  long-s tand ing t rad i t ions  and  techn ica l  

advancements .  Th is  her i tage  s i te  demons t ra tes  Japan’s  s ign i f ican t  ro le  in  the  

g loba l  raw s i lk  marke t  in  the  ea r ly  20 th cen tury  and i s  recognized  fo r  i t s  

Outs tand ing  Universa l  Value  as  ev idence  o f  the  ea r ly  emergence  and  g loba l  

d issemina t ion  of  s i lk  p roduc t ion  techn iques .  

However,  Japan’s  s i lk  indus t ry  was  suppor ted  by  the  d i rec t  and  ind i rec t  

con t r ibu t ions  o f  many  peoples  and  communi t ies  in  d iverse  p rofess ions  such  as  

s i lkworm egg  produc t ion ,  se r icu l tu re ,  ree l ing ,  dye ing ,  weav ing ,  ta i lo r ing ,  sa les ,  

and  d is t r ibu t ion .  These  connec t ions  c rea ted  a  robus t  s i lk  ecosys tem.  Pr iva te  s i lk  

ree l ing  and  weaving  bus inesses  con t inue  to  opera te  on  a  smal l  sca le ,  deve lop ing 

technolog ies  and  produc ts ,  whi le  new par t ic ipan ts  en te r  the  s i lk  indus t ry.  

The  four  components  o f  th is  Wor ld  Her i tage  S i te  were  se lec ted  f rom over  
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1 ,200  re la ted  her i tage  asse ts .  Th is  se lec t ion  process  c rea ted  a  percep t ion  tha t  

on ly  these  four  a re  s ign i f ican t  her i tage s i tes .  To  address  th is ,  va r ious  e ffo r t s  by 

bo th  pub l ic  and  pr iva te  sec to rs—such  as  the  des igna t ion  o f  the  Japan  Her i tage  

s i te  “Kakaa  Denka  (The  Peer less  Wives) :  The S tory  o f  S i lk  in  Gunma 

Prefec ture” ,  the  reg is t ra t ion  of  Gunma S i lk  Her i tage  s i tes ,  hundreds  o f  

in te rv iews  wi th  s i lk  indus t ry  knowledge  ho lders ,  and the  Jomo Karu ta  ca rd  

game—aid  in  ca r ry ing  fo rward  the  p laces  and  memory  of  the  s i lk  indus t ry  and 

h igh l igh t  i t s  mul t i face ted  s ign i f icance  wi th in  loca l  con tex ts .   

In  te rms  of  admin is t ra t ive  co l labora t ion ,  ex is t ing  exper t  and  work ing-leve l  

mee t ings be tween  Gunma Prefec ture  and re la ted  munic ipa l i t ies  have been 

complemented  by  the es tab l i shment  o f  t he  World Her i tage  Top  Leaders  

Conference  in  2023 ,  invo lv ing  the  heads  o f  loca l  governments .  

Amid  the dec l ine o f  the  s i lk  indus t ry,  once widespread  in  Gunma and  across  

Japan ,  e ffo r t s  a re  underway  to  connec t  the  four  Wor ld  Her i tage  components  wi th  

re la ted  memor ies ,  resources ,  and  ac t iv i t ies .  New re la t ionsh ips  can  and  should  

be  deve loped  be tween  ind iv idua ls  and  communi t ies  th rough  these  connec t ions.  

The  her i tage  ecosys tem approach was  born  ou t  o f  these  needs .  

As  a  g loba l  con tex t ,  the  sympos ium focused  on  an  inc lus ive  concep t  o f  

her i tage  ecosys tems .  Th is  concep t  emphas izes  the  impor tance  o f  connec t ing  the  

components  tha t  make  up  her i tage  and  i t s  re la ted  a reas .  These  components  

inc lude  tang ib le  and  in tang ib le ,  cu l tu ra l  and  na tura l  fo rms  of  her i t age ,  as  wel l  

as  human and  more- than-human l iv ing  spec ies  and  r igh ts -ho lders .  The  concep t  

a l so  h igh l igh ts  the  s ign i f icance  o f  re in forc ing  the  l inkages  among them,  as  these  

e lements  come toge ther  and  in te rac t  to  c rea t e  a  dense  web  of  in te r connec t ions 

tha t  shape  her i tage and  genera te  i t s  var ious  s ign i f icances ,  such  as  cu l tu ra l ,  

soc ia l ,  env i ronmenta l  and  economic  va lues .  

The  her i tage  ecosys tem approach  prov ides  a  ho l i s t ic  f ramework  to  encompass 

and  suppor t  the  re la t io nsh ips  among her i tage  asse ts ,  which have inheren t  va lue ,  

a iming  to  enhance  conserva t ion and  management  s t ra teg ies  and  prac t ices  a t  a l l  

l eve ls  f rom loca l  to  g loba l .   

The  sympos ium focused on four  themes ,  which  genera ted  a  se r ies  o f  

in te rconnec ted  recommendat ions .  These themes  exp lored her i tage  ecosys tems  

th rough  the  lenses  o f :  

•  Mechanisms  and  Sys tems  of  the  Her i tage  Ecosys tem 

•  Format ion  and  Role  o f  Her i tage  Communi t ies  
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•  Preserva t ion  and  Management  o f  Modern  Bui ld ings  and  Indus t r ia l  

Her i tage  

•  Technology  and  the  Fu ture  o f  Her i tage  

 

II .  Recitals 

(1 )  Given the  cur ren t  dynamics  o f  rap id  change  and the  mul t ip le  th rea ts  to  

her i tage resources  in  the  twenty-f i r s t  cen tury,  i t  has  been deemed 

necessary  to  adopt  a  f resh  approach—one  tha t  pos i t ive ly  con t r ibu tes  to  

in tegra t ing  the  ongoing use  and  care  o f  her i tage  asse ts  whi le  open ing 

her i tage  p laces  to  innova t ion  and  new poss ib i l i t ie s  fo r  cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l ,  

env i ronmenta l ,  and  economic  sus ta inab i l i ty.   

(2 )  The  ear ly  con tex t  fo r  t h is  Dec la ra t ion  inc ludes  na t iona l  laws ,  regu la t ions  

and  t rad i t iona l  her i t age  management  sys t ems ,  inc lud ing  Ind igenous  

Peoples ’ p rac t ices  in  deep  t ime .  In  par t icu lar,  the  sympos ium drew on 

th ree  decades  o f  c r i t ica l  th ink ing  regard ing  i ssues  o f  Authen t ic i ty,  

Outs tand ing  Universa l  Value  (OUV),  and  the  in tegra t ion  o f  tang ib le  and 

in tang ib le  her i tage .  Th is  body of  knowledge  was deve loped th rough  the  

ac t iv i t ies  o f  ICOMOS, the  Wor ld Her i tage  Commit tee ,  and  UNESCO, 

inc lud ing  meet ings ,  the  c rea t ion  o f  normat ive  too ls ,  and  reg iona l  

ga ther ings  o f  her i tage  p rofess iona ls  and  communi t ies .  

•  In te rna t iona l  Char te r  fo r  the  Conserva t ion  and  Res tora t ion  o f  

Monuments  and  S i tes  （ Venice  Char ter,  1964）  

•  Convent ion  fo r  the  Pro tec t ion  o f  the  Wor ld  Cul tu ra l  and  Nat iona l  

Her i tage  (Wor ld  Her i t age  Convent ion ,  1972) ,  and  i t s  Opera t iona l  

Guide l ines  (upda ted  to  2024)  

•  Nara  Document  on  Authen t ic i ty  (1994)  

•  Convent ion  fo r  the  Safeguard ing  of  In tang ib le  Cul tu ra l  Her i tage  

(2003)  

•  Nara+10:  Yamato  Dec la ra t ion  on  In tegra ted  Approaches  fo r  

Safeguard ing  Tangib le  and  In tang ib le  Cul tu ra l  Her i tage  (2004)  

•  Convent ion  on the  Pro tec t ion  and  Promot ion  of  the  Divers i ty  o f  

Cul tu ra l  Express ions  (2005)  

•  Uni ted  Nat ions  Dec la ra t ion  on  the  Righ ts  o f  Ind igenous  Peoples  

(2007)  

•  Recommendat ion  on  the  His to r ic  Urban  Landscape  (2011)  
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•  Nara+20:  On Her i tage  Prac t ices ,  Cul tu ra l  Values,  and  the  

Concep t  o f  Authen t ic i ty  (2014)  

•  The  reso lu t ions  on  Ind igenous  Peoples  (21GA 2023/15 ,18 ,21) ,  

adopted  a t  the  21s t  ICOMOS Genera l  Assembly  (Sydney)  

•  Ouro  Pre to  Document  (2024)  

(3 )  The  her i tage  ecosys tem prov ides  a  f ramework in  which  the  mul t i f ace ted  

func t ions  o f  her i tage and  d iverse  e lements ,  rang ing  f rom t rad i t iona l  to  

innova t ive ,  a re  mutua l ly  complementary  and  sus ta ined .  These  e lements  

inc lude  the  percep t ions ,  knowledge ,  expec ta t ions ,  iden t i ty,  and  pr ide  tha t  

peop les  have deve loped fo r  the i r  her i tage asse ts  o f  the  land and  soc ie ty  

as  a  whole .  One  of  the  impor tan t  ob jec t ives  o f  the  her i tage ecosys tem 

approach  i s  to  deepen  our  unders tand ing  of  t he  va lues  and  benef i t s  o f  the  

her i tage  shared  by  loca l  peop les  and  i t s  cen t ra l  ro le .  In  th is  way,  the  loca l  

and  the  g loba l  can  be  connec ted,  and  the inher i tance  o f  the  pas t  can 

enhance the  v i ta l i ty  o f  communi t ies  bo th  today and  in  the  fu tu re .  

(4 )  The  her i tage  ecosys tem approach  enab les  mul t i face ted  eva lua t ion  and  

suppor ts  d ivers i ty  o f  her i tage  and  layer ing of  meanings  and  va lues .  Th is  

approach can  address  gaps  to  ach ieve sus ta inab le  conserva t ion ,  ac t iva t ing 

the  th ree  sus ta inab i l i t y  p i l la rs  o f  economy,  soc ie ty ,  and  env i ronment .   

(5 )  World  Her i tage  p roper t ies  a re  represen ta t ive  se lec t ions  f rom a  b roader  

and  of ten  in te rconnec ted her i tage ,  chosen f rom a  g loba l  perspec t ive  and 

does  no t  cap ture  the  range  of  her i tage  asse ts .  Recogniz ing  and re -

es tab l i sh ing  connec t ions  wi th  o ther  resources  tha t  cons t i tu te  her i tage a re 

essen t ia l  to  advanc ing  her i tage  t ransmiss ion .  

(6 )  The her i tage  ecosys tem approach  i s  usefu l  fo r  unders tand ing  and 

address ing  the  cha l l enges  o f  in tegra t ing  inher i tance  in to  her i tage 

ecosys tems ,  rang ing  f rom loca l ly  s ign i f ican t  s i tes  to  those  recognized  

g loba l ly .  Therefore ,  i t  i s  c ruc ia l  to  unders tand  how her i tage  shapes  the  

iden t i t ies  and  v i ta l i ty  o f  ind iv idua l  communi t ies  to  c rea te  a  v ib ran t  

env i ronment  where  her i tage  p lays  a  ro le  in  genera t ing  shared  benef i t s .  

(7 )  We l ive  in  a  cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l ,  env i ronmenta l ,  and  economic  rea l i ty  tha t  i s  

d i f fe ren t  f rom the  e ra  in  which  the  her i tage  asse ts  were  c rea ted .  Her i tage  

in forms  us  about  the  pas t ,  insp i res  the  p resen t ,  and enab les us  to  adap t  

fo r  the  fu tu re .  As  we  look  ahead ,  a  her i tage ecosys tem approach  can  

nur tu re / fos te r  au then t i c i ty  en ta i l ing  bo th  p reserv ing  the  charac te r i s t ics  
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and  qua l i t ies  o f  tang ib le  her i tage  and unders tand ing  and  honor ing  

in tang ib le  t rad i t ions  and  prac t ices .  Change  i s  a  con t inua l  p rocess ;  

her i tage ecosys tem empowers  communi t ies  to  adap t  and appropr ia te ly  

t ransform the i r  her i tage by  add ing  va lues—such  as  cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l ,  

env i ronmenta l ,  economic ,  educa t iona l ,  and techn ica l—in  ways  tha t  

s t reng then  i t s  sus ta inab i l i ty .  

(8 )  The  Nara Document  on Authen t ic i ty  (1994)  fos te red  the  recogni t ion  o f  

d i f fe rences in  soc ie ta l  be l ie fs  and  va lues ,  as  wel l  as  the  cons idera t ion  of  

in tang ib le  her i tage .  The concep t  o f  her i tage  au then t ic i ty  con t inues  to  

evo lve  as  the  in tegra t ion  o f  tang ib le  and  in t ang ib le ,  na tu re  and  cu l tu re ,  

loca l  and  g loba l ,  and  humani ty  and  more- than-human l i fe  p rogresses  in  

increas ing ly ho l i s t ic  ways.  

(9 )  Today,  her i tage  i s  o f t en f ragmented and needs  to  be  be t te r  connec ted  to  

p laces ,  peop les ,  and  va lues  to  ensure  i t s  endurance  in to  the  fu tu re .  The 

her i tage  ecosys tem promotes  in te rd isc ip l inary  and  in tegra ted  approaches  

to  ach ieve  th is .  

(10)  A shared  cha l lenge  fo r  many  her i tage  p laces  i s  de te rmin ing  how 

contemporary  communi t ies  can  engage  wi th  and  benef i t  f rom them as  

cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l ,  env i ronmenta l ,  economic ,  educa t iona l ,  and a r t i s t ic  

asse ts  in  ways  tha t  enhance  the  sus ta inab i l i ty  o f  bo th  the  communi ty  and 

the her i tage  resource .  Beyond se rv ing tour ism in te res ts ,  cher i shed  

her i tage  remains  re levan t  to  communi t ies  as  a  source  o f  iden t i t ies ,  

insp i ra t ion ,  and  meaning .  

 

III .  Recommendations  

Much work remains  to  be  done to  ensure  the  sus ta inab i l i ty  o f  a l l  types o f  

her i tage .  Whi le  th rea ts  a re  pervas ive  and  urgen t ,  the re  a re  a l so  oppor tun i t ies .  

To  ca l l  fo r  increased  commitment  to  deve lop ing  and  upda t ing  su i tab le  her i tage  

ecosys tems  for  each  her i tage  s i te ,  we ,  the  par t ic ipan ts  ga thered  in  Takasak i ,  

Gunma,  on  10–11  January  2025 ,  pu t  fo rward  the  fo l lowing  recommendat ions  as  

a  touchs tone  fo r  fu tu re  effo r t s .  

Th is  sympos ium adopts  the  fo l lowing  Gunma Dec la ra t ion  on  Her i tage  

Ecosys tems ,  p ropos ing  recommendat ions  tha t  incorpora te  the  her i tage 

ecosys tem approach  to  p reserve ,  ac t iva te ,  and  t ransmi t  our  her i t age  f rom the  

pas t  to  the  p resen t  and  fu tu re  genera t ions .  These  recommendat ions  a re  addressed 
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to  communi t ies  and au thor i t ies  a t  a l l  l eve ls ,  f rom loca l  to  in te rna t iona l ,  a s  wel l  

as  to  her i tage  exper ts ,  he r i tage  ins t i tu t ions ,  and  in te rna t iona l  o rgan iza t ions ,  

par t icu la r ly  ICOMOS and  i t s  par tners ,  IUCN and  ICCROM. 

 

1．  Engaging  and Empowering  Communit ies  with  the ir Mult ip le  Values  and 

Voices  

Communi t ies ,  he r i tage  asse ts ,  and  va lues  a re  deep ly  in te r twined .  People  

def ine,  inves t  in ,  and  manage  p laces ,  shap ing  the i r  l i feways  over  t ime  in  

par tnersh ip  wi th  loca l  and  reg iona l  au thor i t ies .  Loca l  knowledge,  t rad i t iona l  

sk i l l s ,  and  cu l tu ra l  assoc ia t ions  leave  the i r  impr in t  on  her i tage  p laces  and  he lp  

sus ta in  them.  The  fu l l  engagement  o f  communi t ies  and r igh ts -ho lders  in  

sus ta in ing  her i tage  ecosys tems  i s  essen t ia l .  

 Accord ing ly,  we  recommend to :  

(1 )  Explore  the  her i tage  ecosys tems’ s t ruc tu re  and  func t ions ,  which inc lude  

the  asse ts ,  connec t ions  among them,  and  the her i tage  va lues ,  w i th  the  

invo lvement  o f  re levan t  communi t ies .  

(2 )  Empower  communi t i es  to  recognize  d iverse  va lues  th rough  fu l l  

engagement ,  ensur ing  tha t  var ied perspec t ives  a re  re f lec ted in  the  

unders tand ing ,  p ro tec t ion ,  and  management  o f  her i tage ,  as  wel l  as  in  the  

re la ted  t rad i t ions  and  knowledge .  

(3 )  Suppor t  the  unders tand ing  and  con t inua t ion  o f  loca l  and  Ind igenous 

Peoples ’ t rad i t ions  and  prac t ices  in  t ransmi t t ing  her i tage  a l ign ing  to  

human and  p lane ta ry r igh ts .  

(4 )  Incorpora te  con temporary needs  and asp i ra t ions  in to  the  her i tage  

ecosys tems  whi le  cons ider ing the  needs  and  asp i ra t ions  o f  fu tu re  

genera t ions  and  communi t ies .  

(5 )  Recognize  the  ex tended impac t  and  invo lvement  o f  communi t ies  beyond 

the  immedia te  se t t ing  o f  her i tage  p laces ,  inc lud ing  communi t ies  l oca ted  

fa r  away  which  con t r ibu te  to ,  o r  a re  in f luenced  by,  the  her i tage  va lues  

th rough  cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l  env i ronmenta l ,  economic ,  o r  h is to r ica l  

connec t ions .  

(6 )  Aid  in  the  deve lopment  o f  t ransparen t ,  open ,  inc lus ive  and  appropr ia te  

governance  approaches .  
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2．  Heritage  Ecosystems as  an  Interdisc ip l inary  Commitment  

A her i tage ecosys tem expresses  mul t ip le  her i tage p laces ,  p rac t ices ,  and  

peoples  f rom loca l  to  g loba l .  I t  addresses  the  pers i s tence  and  evo lu t ion  of  

her i tage  va lues  and  the i r  con t inuous ,  respons ib le  management  and  t ransmiss ion  

in to  the  fu tu re ,  func t ion ing  as  an  in te rconnec ted  g roup  of  asse ts  inher i ted  f rom 

the  pas t .  

The  her i tage  ecosys tem approach  prov ides  a  f ramework to  in tegra te  and  

mutua l ly  suppor t  va lued her i tage o f  var ious  types,  s ign i f icance,  and  au then t ic i ty.  

I t  t akes  a  ho l i s t ic  v iew of  the  d iverse  e lements  o f  her i tage .  

The  d imens ions  o f  a  her i tage  ecosys tem may inc lude  pas t  works  o f  

commemora t ion ,  emot ion ,  p roduc t ion ,  insp i ra t ion ,  and  innova t ion .  These  

e lements  can  be  found  in  c i t ies ,  towns ,  the  count rys ide ,  seascapes ,  landscapes ,  

rou tes ,  o r  reg iona l  c lus te rs .  

Accord ing ly,  we  recommend to :  

(1 )  Estab l i sh  var ious p la t fo rms  for  fac i l i ta t ing  c ross-sec tora l  d iscuss ions  on  

the  deve lopment ,  management ,  and  success ion  of  the  her i tage  ecosys tem.  

(2 )  Link  tang ib le  and in tang ib le  her i tage ,  honor ing t rad i t ions  and  prac t ices ,  

inc lus ive  o f  Ind igenous Peoples ,  and  more- than-human r igh ts -ho lders  in  

managing  her i tage  ecosys tems .  

(3 )  Overcome ex is t ing  d iv is ions be tween cu l tu ra l  and  na tura l  her i tage and  

more- than-human r igh ts -ho lders .  

(4 )  Explore  au then t ic i ty  th rough  the lenses  o f  her i tage  ecosys tems.  

(5 )  Develop  means  fo r  consensus  bu i ld ing  and  d i spu te  reso lu t ion fo r  con tes ted  

her i tage .  

(6 )  Pursue  a  ne twork  of  her i tage  ecosys tems  tha t  t ranscend  reg iona l  and  

na t iona l  boundar ies ,  and  bu i ld  in te rna t iona l  coopera t ive  re la t ionsh ips  fo r  

research ,  s tudy,  and  pro tec t ion  o f  common and  s imi la r  her i tage .  

(7 )  Research and respec t  t rad i t iona l  knowledge  sys tems  tha t  have  been passed  

down th rough  the  ages  o r  los t ,  recogniz ing  the i r  impor tance  fo r  

in te rd isc ip l inary  unders tand ing.  

 

3．  Responding  to  Threats  and Embracing  Opportunit ies   

Threa ts  to  her i tage  a r e  d iverse  and  pervas ive ,  requ i r ing  care fu l  a t ten t ion  to  

the  g radua l  degrada t ion  o f  her i tage  resources  caused  by  fac to rs  such as  

popula t ion  sh i f t s ,  economic  p ressures ,  in tens ive  o r  inadequa te  use ,  unregu la ted 
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tour i sm,  encroachment ,  and  the g loba l  c r i ses  o f  c l imate ,  b iod ivers i ty  and 

po l lu t ion  a l l  con t r ibu te  to  the  e ros ion  of  cu l tu ra l  and  na tura l  her i tage .  A t  the  

same t ime ,  oppor tun i t ies  ex is t  to  t ransform her i tage ,  enab l ing  i t s  adap ta t ion  fo r  

res i l ience  and  con temporary  func t ions  in  response  to  cha l lenges  l ike  c l imate  

change ,  b iod ivers i ty  loss ,  po l lu t ion ,  and c iv i l  unres t .   

Accord ing ly,  we  recommend to :  

(1 )  Iden t i fy  env i ronmenta l ,  soc ia l ,  and  economic  r i sks  and  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  

her i tage  ecosys tems  and  an t ic ipa te  the i r  po ten t ia l  impac ts ,  ensur ing  the  

par t ic ipa t ion  o f  re levan t  communi t ies  th roughout  th is  p rocess .  

(2 )  Unders tand  and  manage  processes  o f  change  and  t ransformat ion  in  her i tage  

ecosys tems ,  respec t ing  her i tage  va lues  and  the  au then t ic i ty  o f  her i tage 

asse ts .  

(3 )  Fos te r  documenta t ion o f  and respec t  fo r  Ind igenous Peoples ’ t rad i t ions  and  

prac t ices  tha t  have  sus ta ined her i tage  fo r  genera t ions and  seek  

oppor tun i t ies  to  app ly  t rad i t iona l  knowledge  to  respond  to  th rea ts .  

(4 )  Share  good prac t ices  fo r  res i l ience  to  cope wi th  rap id  change  and  d iverse  

th rea ts .  

(5 )  Explore  and advance oppor tun i t ies  to  expand  the con temporary  use  o f  

her i tage  p laces  in  response  to  spec i f ic  r i sks  o r  to  embrace  new condi t ions ,  

adher ing  to  a  her i tage  ecosys tem approach .  

(6 )  Seek  and  share  examples  tha t  advance  the  re levance  of  her i tage  fo r  today 

and  t ransmiss ion  in to  the  fu tu re .  

 

4．  New Technolog ies  for Susta in ing  Heri tage  Ecosystems 

Technology  has  advanced  dramat ica l ly ,  b r ing ing innova t ions  to  the  f ie ld  o f  

cu l tu ra l  her i tage  p reserva t ion ,  inc lud ing  new d iscover ies  enab led  by  advanced  

ana ly t ica l  equ ipment ,  t he  es tab l i shment  o f  p reserva t ion  methods ,  the  success ion  

of  t rad i t iona l  indus t r ies ,  and suppor t  fo r  sk i l l  acqu is i t ion .  Among these ,  d ig i ta l  

technolog ies  have  made  par t icu la r ly  s ign i f ic an t  p rogress  over  the  pas t  decade.  

Emerg ing  too ls  such as  a r t i f ic ia l  in te l l igence  (AI) ,  Cross  Rea l i ty  (XR) ,  

d ig i ta l  tw in  technolog ies ,  and  o ther  app l ica t ions  a re  enr ich ing  the  poss ib i l i t ie s  

fo r  in te rpre ta t ion ,  u t i l iza t ion  o f  cu l tu ra l  her i tage  and  communica t ion .  A t  the  

same t ime ,  in  today’s  e ra  where  the  phys ica l  and  v i r tua l  wor lds  coex is t ,  we  r i sk  

to  b lu r  the  boundary  be tween  them.  
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Given  the  t remendous  po ten t ia l  o f  technolog ica l  innova t ions ,  i t  i s  essen t ia l  

to  ac t ive ly  deve lop  the  command of  these  too ls  to  enhance  her i tage  conserva t ion  

and  t ransmiss ion .  Such  e f fo r t s  w i l l  con t r ibu te  to  ensur ing  the  sus t a inab i l i ty  o f  

her i tage  ecosys tems .  

Accord ing ly ,  we  recommend to  exp lore  and  tes t  new technolog ies  as  too ls  to :  

(1 )  Pro tec t  ind iv idua l  her i tage ,  to  ensure  her i tage  au then t ic i ty ,  and  to  

s t reng then  the  her i tage  ecosys tem.  

(2 )  In te rpre t  the  va lue  o f  her i tage  wi th  p rec is ion  and  accuracy ,  fos t e r ing  a  

deeper  and  more  d iver se  unders tand ing  of  her i tage .  

(3 )  Insp i re  and  deve lop  d iverse  fo rms  of  communica t ion  focused  on  her i tage .  

 

IV. Conclusion 

In  conc lus ion  we conf i rm tha t  cons ider ing in tegra t ion of  mul t ip le  tang ib le  

and  in tang ib le  asse ts  and  processes  o f  her i tage-making  and  her i tage-

t ransmi t t ing  and  adopt ing  a  her i tage  ecosys t em approach  can  advance  her i tage 

management  and  enr ich the  no t ion  o f  au then t ic i ty.  The  concep t  o f  her i tage  

ecosys tem connec ts  her i tage  wi th  i t s  soc ia l ,  na tu ra l  and cu l tu ra l  env i ronments .  

Th is  concep t  lays  the  g round  fo r  in tegra t ing  her i tage  in to  bu i ld ing  the  fu tu re  o f  

our  p lane t .  

The  sc ien t i f ic  commit t ee  and  par t ic ipan ts  thank  our  g rac ious  hos ts  who  have  

made  th is  sympos ium a  r ich  exchange ,  espec ia l ly  Gunma Prefec ture  and 

ICOMOS Japan  and  the  Agency  fo r  Cul tu ra l  Affa i r s ,  Japan ,  fo r  f inanc ia l  suppor t .   

Adopted  a t  the  In te rna t iona l  Sympos ium  “Fur ther  Evo lu t ion  o f  Au then t ic i t y  

through  the  Lens  o f  Her i tage  Ecosys tems:  Her i tage ,  Communi t ies ,  and  

Sus ta inab le  Deve lopment”  he ld  in  Takasak i  C i ty,  Gunma Prefec tu re ,  Japan ,  on  

11  January  2025 .  






